Franklin Road Academy
English I Summer Reading 2011
Welcome to a fun summer of reading! Perhaps you are excited to see what you will be reading, or perhaps you are depressed at the thought of *groan* summer reading. But I think you will like this novel—I know I do. It’s not only a great read, it’s also a great book. I hope you enjoy the book, and I know the assignments will help you read the novel closely so that you can not only comprehend what happens, but also understand and analyze how the author conveys meaning. Both assignments will be due the first day of school. I can’t wait to meet you in the fall, and I look forward to seeing who you are as readers, writers, and people.
Have a great summer,
Mrs. Brown
Assignments:
All English I students will read A Lesson Before Dying  by Ernest G. Gaines.
1. The Reading Cards
You will create 18 reading cards that will help facilitate your close reading of the novel. The information you will need from these cards cannot come from an outside source, but from your personal reading/reaction from the novel.  
· You must use 5x7 note cards.
· You must write in blue or black ink.
· Put your name and the card number on the top right corner of each card. 
· The quote(s) from the book will come first (include page number(s)) and your analysis will follow.  Bullet points are fine (and encouraged) unless asked to do otherwise. 
· You will not create your reading cards in numerical order. In fact, card #1 will probably be the last one you do!
· Be sure to do the cards as you read, do not wait until you have finished the book.
· Read through the all the card descriptions before you start the assignment so you know what you are looking for.
Card #1: Symbol
Create a visual symbol important to the meaning of the work as a whole on the same side as the title and author. You can draw your symbol, cut it out of a magazine, take a picture or find one on the internet. If you use another person’s artwork, be sure to give him or her credit by writing the artist’s name below the symbol. On the lined side of the card, explain your choice of symbol and its significance to the book -- in complete sentences.
Card #2 & 3: Setting
On one card, identify at least 5 phrases or descriptions that identify the setting of the novel – you should include references to time, place, region, atmosphere (cite page #s).  Use bullets, phrases.   On the other card, in 3-5 sentences, answer “How would the events or characters be different if they were in a different setting?” 
Cards #4, #5 and #6: Conflict
The best plots arise from conflicts – not just events arranged in order.  Early in a novel, authors introduce the main conflicts.  As soon as you discover these conflicts, complete these cards:  On one card, identify a character vs. character conflict.  Describe the conflict.  Why does the conflict occur?  On the second card, identify a character versus himself / herself conflict:  Describe the conflict.  Why does the conflict occur?  On the third card, identify a character in conflict with nature or with society.  Describe the conflict.  Why does the conflict occur? After you finish reading the book, go back and explain how each conflict is resolved.  
Cards #7, #8, #9, #10, #11 and #12: Key Passages
Choose 6 passages from the novel that you think are important to character development, plot development, or meaning –a passage may be a line, quote, or any excerpt from the novel. Copy the passage correctly (quotation marks, cite p. #) and using complete sentences, explain what the passage reveals about either development of a character (a significant change or description), a significant development in the plot, or the meaning of the work as a whole. Make sure to represent the beginning, middle, and end of the book.      
Card #13: Point-of-View 
 Authors make a conscious decision about how they will tell the story.  “Who” tells the story is one of the ways that an author emphasizes certain ideas.  In your own words, describe the person (or persons) whose “eyes” you use to see what is happening.  Then, write 1-3 sentences that interpret the effect of that point of view.  Some questions to consider:  What do you know about this narrator?  What biased opinions might he/she have?  Can you trust his/her account of events?  How do these answers affect your understanding of the story?
Cards #14 and #15 and Cards #16 and #17: Characters 
Choose the character you find most interesting.  Then, find 5 phrases that describe this character’s personality or interesting traits. Write the phrase and cite the page number.  For each phrase, answer the questions:  “What do I know about the character from this description?” Then, choose the character you dislike the most. Do the same thing for this character.
Cards #18: Personal Response
 Respond in complete sentences    Be creative  and thoughtful . Include specific references to the time, place, plot development, etc.
· Write a letter to your teacher or your classmate about your experience reading this book – likes, dislikes, something confusing, questions you still have, rewards of reading the book, a personal connection you have to an event, character, author’s style, etc……    

*Needing to find definitions of some literary terms? Here are a couple good links:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/575/01/ 
http://www.uncp.edu/home/canada/work/allam/general/glossary.htm
Thanks to Tom Cash for an adaptation of the note card assignment. 
2. The Short Essay
You will do this assignment after you have read the novel and completed your cards. Understanding the characters—who they are and what motivates them—is essential to understanding this novel. Choose one of the following characters from the list provided, and produce a thoughtful short essay that discusses what you see as the character’s importance to one of the book’s themes; in other words, how does the author use the character to illustrate a particular point?
In the beginning of your paragraph, introduce the author and the title of the book and give your thesis statement. Your thesis statement is your overall answer to the question in bold above. Note that it will need to contain two elements: 1) what we should notice about the character and 2) what theme of the book you think the character emphasizes. 
In your essay, you should use at least one direct quotation from the novel to support the point you are making.
Possible Characters: Grant or Jefferson.
Details:
Length: Your response should be between 200-300 words.
Format: Your response should be typed in Times New Roman 12 point font, with 1-inch margins on all sides. Your response should be double-spaced, with no additional spaces after the title or between paragraphs.
Title: Your response should have a creative title that hints at the subject of your writing. Please do not call your essay “A Lesson Before Dying” (Enger already used that title!) or “Response to A Lesson Before Dying.” 
Style and Polish: Do your best to make your essay clear, grammatically correct, and free from small errors and typos. We will go over any writing issues that come up together in class. As you are writing, we will practice a few skills together in class that I would like you to employ in this essay. These are
· Smooth quotation introductions and punctuation
· Proper MLA citation of page numbers
· Following quotations with explanations of their importance







