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Academic Structure
On any given day in classrooms across the campus at FRA you’ll see technology integrated into instruction, active discussions, project-based learning, problem solving and exercises in critical thinking. What may not be as evident at first glance is the underlying academic structure that supports this dynamic process of teaching and learning.  Our academic structure is fundamental to our educational community and maintained by a team of professionals including our Dean of Studies, teachers, school deans, our academic council and coordinators, a college counselors, a math coach, literacy consultant, technology integrators and a Learning Service Director.

The main parts of the FRA academic structure, or skeleton, you might say, which support the academy’s mission are:

· FRA curriculum map 
· on-going assessment program to measure academic and achievement
· standardized process for instructional decision making
· on-going communication with students and their parents about progress and potential

The jobs of our academic skeleton are the same as the jobs of the bones in our bodies.  This underlying structure provides for alignment, movement, growth and protection. 
Alignment: Curriculum must be aligned to with national standards and best practices in educational research. We work to coordinate learning from grade to grade to insure continuity. 
Movement: Our classroom instruction is designed to engage students actively. We are also intentional about transitions as they move from grade to grade and school to school.   Of course our ultimate goal is for our students to move to success in college and beyond as life-long learners.  
Growth:  Of course growth takes place in bone marrow.  At this academy, we measure and celebrate growth and change throughout the learning process. In our college-prep environment we have a well rounded assessment program that includes diagnostic, formative and summative tests. 
Protection: A skeleton protects vital organs. Our academic structure is in place to protect what is most valuable in the FRA experience----relationships.  Meaningful relationships between student and subject, student and teacher, and student and student are at the heart of life-long learning. Academic achievement at FRA takes place in the context of meaningful relationships. 
Educators at FRA are passionate about helping every student reach his or her academic potential. We work daily to maintain the academic structure that undergirds academic rigor and a love for learning.
